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CHAPTER 1

FROM THE PLAIN OF SINJAR, BY ROMOILA,
TO MOUSUL. '

Jury 8d.—We quitted our station on the
plain, just as the moon was setting, and al-
though we had now an additional escort of
eighty well-armed and well-mounted men, our
whole party did not exceed in number two
hundred persons.

Soon after commencing our night-march,
going in a direction of east-south-east, we
passed over a deep ravine, filled with large
basaltic masses, forming a vein in the earth,
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BY ROMOILA, TO MOUSUL. 3

The prayers of El Fudjer, or day-break,
were pei'formed by all members of the caravan,
with an unusual degree of solemnity, evident-
ly betraying an extraordinary degree of ap-
prehension, and proving that fear was a more
powerful incentive than devotion to the exer-
cise of this duty. Among the rest, was one
individual who repeated aloud the call to
prayer, in a fine voice, and after the peculiar
manner of Medina, the native city of the Pro-
phet, which differs from the common invoca-
tion, though both of them are peculiar to the
Soonnee sect. This was, by some, highly ad-
mired, by others, thought an impertinent in-
novation, at such a place and at such a moment,
and, by a third party, it was laughed at, as

portent que ce qui peut servir  leur nourriture, ou 2 leur
habillement. Je ferai remarquer ici que les pachas de
Bagdad ont essayé a différentes époques de réduire les
Yézidis, en les attaquant avec des forces considérables;
mais ils n'ont jamais pu en venir & bout. Ali-pacha, qui
a tenté depuis peu la méme enterprise, n’y a pas été plus
heureux que ses prédécesseurs: on sait que son expédition
contre cette race d’hommes agrestes et endurcis par les tra-
vaux, n’a-abouti qud détruire trois ou quatre de leurs
villages, et 3 massacrer ou emmener en esclavage quelques
misérables familles, dont la conversion forcée a l'islamisme
ne le dédommagera certainement pas de ses fatigues et de ses
dépenses.”—Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, p. 98, 99.
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thousand Jews. The population is greatly
lessened since then, and the town declined in:
consequence ; but the local features, both of
the site of the city, and the place of the moun-
tain, on which the Ark of Noah is believed to
have rested, still remain unchanged.

Having filled our water from the small
stream at Romoila, and made such other ar-
rangements as were deemed necessary for our
next long march, we began, after the public
prayers of noon, in which all joined, to load
our camels, and quitted our encampment at
one o’clock. We now went to the south-east,
over the plain, observing nothing peculiar in
the way, except three small eminences, which
we passed at equal intervals between noon and
sun-set, the hills being called respectively Tal
Fraat, Tal Howa, and Tal Moos, each serving
as landmarks for our course, and elevated
points of observation, like many others of a
similar kind, scattered over the face of these
desert wastes.

No halt was made at evening, but we con-
tinued our march through the night, having,
in the former part of it, a bright moon to
light our path. It was on the afternoon of
this day that we had first noticed the Seraub
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the bank, over which they could mount, were
extricated with considerable difficulty; while
two of the horses of the caravan, who were
more heavily laden than the others, by carry-
ing the baggage as well as the persons of their
riders, were drowned. - The stream was nar-
_row, but deep, and had a soft muddy bottom,
in which another of the horses became so fastly
stuck, that he was suffocated in a few minutes.
The camels marched patiently along the edge
of the bank, as well as those persons of the
caravan who were provided with skins and
other vessels containing small supplies of
water ; but the horses could not, by all the
power of their riders, be kept from the stream,
any more than the crowd of thirsty pilgrims,
who, many of them having no small vessels to
dip up the water from the brook, followed the
example of the impatient horses, and plunged
at once into. the current. For myself, I ex-
perienced more difficulty than I can well de-
scribe, in keeping my own horse from breaking
down the loose earth of the bank on which he
stood, and plunging in with the others;' it
being as much as all my strength of arm
could accomplish to keep him back from the
brink, while he tramped, and snorted, and
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sufficient to moisten the horse’s mouth ; and
as, at some times, it came up only half full,
and at others was entirely emptied by the im-
patience of- the horse knocking it out of the
giver’s hand, we let it down and drew it up,
I am certain, more than a hundred times, till
our arms were tired : and even then we had
but barely satisfied our own thirst, and done
nothing, comparatively, to allay that of the
poor animal, whose sufferings, in common with
nearly all the others of the caravan, were
really painful to witness. This scene, which,
amidst the obscurity of the night, the cries of
the animals, the shouting and quarrelling of
the people, and the indistinct and perhaps ex-
aggerated apprehensions of danger, from a
totally unexpected cause, had assumed an al-
most awful character, lasted for upwards of
an hour: and so intense was the first impulse
of self-preservation, to allay the burning rage
of thirst, that, during all this time, the Ye-
zeedis ‘were entirely forgotten, and as- absent
from our thoughts as if they had never once
been even heard of. ‘

JuLy 6th—Order being at length restored;-
after a detention of nearly two: hours since-
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camels and other laden animals to follow
after us.

We went from hence over a succession of
small hills, the basis of which seemed to be a
white and clouded marble,* and about noon we
reached the Tigris. Here we halted, at the
tent of a sheikh, whose tribe formed a small
encampment on its banks, near to a poor
village, and just above the ruins which they
call Eski Mousul, or Old Mousul. The sheikh
himself, who was of a mixed descent, between
the Koord and Arab race, was like an Indian
in feature and complexion, and there was an
effeminacy about his dress, in his muslin robes,
gold ear-rings, and feathered fans, which con-
siderably strengthened the resemblance. The
other individuals of the tribe, over which he
presided, had, however, nothing of this ap-
pearance; though all of them were much
darker than any people I had seen since
leaving the valley of the Jordan.}

* D'Olivier calls the materials of these hills,  gypse gris,
et trés-beau gypse blanc, semblable 2 du marbre.”—vol.
iv. p. 264. Niebuhr, however, callsit marble.

+ The first approach to the Tigris is thus described by
Otter, who appears to have come upon its banks nearly on

the same spot with ourselves; this being the ordinary
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partake of it, did so with a languor and drow-
siness. which shewed they needed rest more
than food. When the meal was finished, the
Tartars, or Turkish messengers, prepared to
mount and continue their journey alone, or
unconnected with others, as the great danger
apprehended from the Yezeedis was now past ;
but the caravan made its halt on the banks.of
the Tigris, and the chief camel-drivers in-
tended not to resume their march until to-
morrow. As it was of importance to me to ac-
company these Tartars, that I might secure
my journey with them from Mousul to Bag-
dad, I took leave of the Hadjee Abd-el-Rakh-
man, and his nephew, Hadjee. Abd-el-Ateef;
and although I was now so sore in every limb
as to feel nearly dislocated, and my poor horse
was jaded and weary almost to death, I mount-
ed with theTartars, who had here procured
for themselves fresh horses from the sheikh,
and making a great effort to accomplish my
purpose, we galloped off from the camp toge-
- ther. '

After passing over some hilly land, and
seeing a few small villages in the way, we cut
off an angle made by a bend of the Tigris, to
the eastward, and, in an hour after setting out,
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and had.no part of it on the west; while,
here, all the ruins that are seen areall on the
hilly ground of the western bank, and the
eastern one presents nothing but flat cultivat-
ed land, covered with Koord villages ; besides
which, the few ruins that exist, even on this
side, are evidently of a very modern date.*

* The following are the observations made by Otter
on this subject:—¢ On ne voit 4 Eski Mosul, que des tas
de pierres, et dans la plaine, 4 quelque distance des ruines,
une arc qui paroit avoir été le frontispice d'un Temple
ou d’un grand palais. - Les gens du pays disent que Nineveh
avoit soixante milles de circonference, et qu'elle fut batie
I’an 1073 aprés le déluge, par Ninus fils de Balos, (Belus.)
. Ils montrent dans son voisinage le lieu quhabitoit le Pro-
phéte Jonas, en I'honneur de qui ils ont béti une chapelle,
qu'ils visitent avec devotion. Ebul-Feda dit que Nineveh
étoit du c6té oriental du Tigre, & I'opposite de Mosul, et
il entend par Mosul, celle qui existe aujourd’hui. Il faut
qu’il soit trompé, ou que les habitans du pays soient dans
une grande erreur; car ceux-ci placent Nineveh surla rive
occidentale du Tigre, a I'endroit qu’ils appellent Eski Mosul,
ainsi quand méme on voudroit concilier les deux opinions
en supposant que Nineveh étoit bétie sur les deux bords
du Tigre, on n’avanceroit rien, puisqu’ Eski Mosul est a
sept au huit lieues plus haut, en remontant le Tigre.
Une chose paroit favoriser le sentiment d’Ebul-Feda; c'est
qu'il y a, 2 I'est de Mosul, un endroit appellé Telli-Toube,
cest & dire, la colline de la penitence, oii 'on dit que les
Ninevites firent penitence, pour détourner la colére de
Dieu."—Otter, t. i. pp. 132—134.
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BY ROMOILA, TO MOUSUL. n
wishes, pledged himself for their prompt exe-
cution.

I confess, that a fear of the expenses in
necessary presents to the inferior agents, was
the only motive which induced me to decline
the aid so promptly and apparently so cor-
dially offered; but this I knew would be
greater than that of continuing my journey
with the Tartars from Diarbekr, and the state
of my finances at the present moment, after
the fleecings which we had all undergone in

" our passage through Mesopotamia, was such
as to make this consideration paramount.

When I took leave of the Pasha, which
we all did, retiring backward, with our faces
still towards him, which is the etiquette of
the country, before great men, two of his
cawasses, or silver-stick bearers, were ordered
to attend me in my excursions through the
town; and, under their guidance, I devoted
the remaining portion of the day to that pur-
pose, in the course of which, as we were all
mounted on fine horses of the Pasha’s own
stud, we went over every part of it that was
deemed worthy of a visit.*

- % Although manners do not change much in the East,
the personal characters of individuals who happen to be in
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Christians, residing here, was assembled to
greet me with welcome. These were chiefly
mercantile men,and most of them had travelled
over a large portion of the Turkish empire.
They were generally, as I thought, much more
liberal in their sentiments, and more forbear-
ing towards each other, than the Christians of
the East usually are. So that our party,
though composed of many different sectaries,
‘was nevertheless a happy and an harmonious
one. Our evening feast was crowned by the
copious draughts of ardent spirits, without
which no Christian meeting in these countries
would be considered an orthodox one; and
before midnight many had measured their
lengths on the floor where they sat, and few
were able to find their way home to their
own dwellings.
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indeed is the proportion of the Saracen arch
seen, the two others being more in fashion.
In some cases, these blocks of marble are orna-
mented with sculptured designs of flowers, but
they are always very clumsily done. Among
the devices which I observed on the archi-
traves of these door-ways, was a frequently re-
peated one of a pillar with something like
rams’ horns on the top, and another of two tri-
angles interlaced with a star in the middle,
like one of the emblems worn' by freemasons in
Europe. Some of the poorer houses, occupied
by the weavers of cotton cloth, are half sub-
terranean, and the lower part being the coolest
in the day-time, it is used for their looms,
while they sleep on their terraces at night.
Many of these terraces are walled around, to
seclude those who may resort there from ge-
neral view; and some of them have windows
formed of hollow earthen pots, and loop-holes
for musketry in the walls, as if to provide for
defence.

The bazirs, though not so fine as those of
Cairo, with one exception only, are numerous,
and well supplied, from the adjoining country
of Koordistan, with an abundance of all the
necessaries of life; but these places of public






























DESCRIPTION OF MOUSUL. 0

Of the history of Mousul but few particu-
lars are known. It is unquestionably, how-
ever, a place of some antiquity, and has once
enjoyed a much higher degree of splendour
than it at present possesses. . It is thought,
by Gibbon, to have been the .-western suburb
of Ninus, the city which succeeded Nineveh ;
and the erudition and critical discernment of
that . historian, on all.points of ancient geogra-
phy, are such as to make his authority almost
conclusive. It was known, however, by its
present name of Mousul, under the Khalifs,
and as such is mentioned . in the Bibliothéque
Orientale of D’Herbelot.

The celebrated Rabbi, Benjamin of Tudela,
:‘who commenced his travels in the East in the
year 1173 of the' Christian era, visited this
place in his way to India. . He calls it « Mut-
sul,” and places it  at' two days’ distance from
the town of Gezireh, and, like it, on the
western bank of the Tigris. He says, that it
-was anciently called « the Great Assar,” which
was no doubt the tradition prevalent among
the people there* There were then, at this

* Asher was the name of him who went out of the land
of Shinar, and built' Nineveh, and Rehoboth and’ Calah
and Resen.—Genesis, c. x. v.°11. I
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progressxvely, and still continues to bé; on the
decline.* )

" In the evening, the caravan which I accom-
panied from Aleppo made its entry into Mou-

% .The following descriptions of Mousul, from two tra-
vellers, between the age of Benjamin of Tudela, and that
of Nadir Shah, may be given here :

. Le Sieur Boullaye.le-Gouz, a gentleman of Angers, who
hld travelled over. the greater part of the world  in the
beginning of the seventeenth century, speaks thus of Mou-
ail, which hé takes to be thie same: withh Nineveh—

"1 % Elle est assise a trente-six degrez de la latitude sur le
‘Bord du. Tigre du costé dé I'ouest, et peut estre’comparée
4 Piso;-ou'd Angers;.il y a un beau pont de bateaux pour
passerdu costé de la Perse. . La pluspart des habitans de
Moussol :sont- Chrétiens, de la secte des Jahpabites; il y a
an Pacha, avee peu de milice Ottomane. Cette ville est
renommée par toute 1’Asie pour les toiles teintes en rouge,
qui ne perdent jamais leur couleur, ‘et pour les noix de
galles, que I'on. en. transporte en Europe, et’ autres parties
du myonde; des montagnes circonvoisines, avec quoy I'on ac-
cointpede le Maroquin du Levant. .. I1'y a ayssi aux egvirons
de cette-ville le long du Tigre de trés-bon reglissé, que les
Avabes appellent Rgls ; la feuille de cetté plante mise dans
14 bouche a le mesme goust que les carnes'molles; la -
racine est ce que I'on nous apporte en. Europé, hquelle ne
vient jamais droitte, ny plus grosse que le bras, comme.
j'aty observés les naturels s'en servent dans les- bains, et
nous autres pour les ptisanes.”—-Voyages et Observations
du-_Siewr de la- Boullaye-le-Gous, 4to. Paris, 1657. -

i.The following observations of Otter apply to g period of






























-

TO THE RIVER LYCUS. st

In order to mark the place of this last with
the greater precision, I took from its centre
a set of bearings, by compass, of the princi-
pal objects in view.*

There are appearances of mounds and ruins
extending for several miles to the southward,
and still more distinctly seen to the north-
ward of this, though both are less marked than
the mounds of the centre. The space between
these is a level plain, over every part of the
face of which, broken pottery, and the other
city standing in a plain near to the river, the mount looked
at a distance like a stately citadel. And it is said, that it
continues to this day, though Nineveh was destroyed by
the Medes, when they ruined the Assyrian empire.”"—
Diodorus Siculus, b. ii. c. i. p. 59.

#* Southern extreme of Mousul, ... S.S. W. 3 miles.
Northern ditto ditto, ... W.S. W. 2 miles.

Centre of the City, and Minaret
of the Great Mosque of Nour-

el-deen vee e S.W. 2 miles.
Village of Catheeah N.W.by W. § W. 2 miles.
Deer Kharazey, a village on the

ruins of Nineveh ... N.W. by W. 1} miles.

Jebel Gara, a high mountain of

Koordistan, covered with snow ... N.by E. 50 miles.
Range of Jebel Makloube, also in

Koordistan ...  fromN.N.E.toE.by N.10miles.
Tomb and Villageof Nebbé Yunus S. 1 mile.
Tal Harmoosh, centre . ... S. 1 W. $ mile.






























TO THE RIVER LYCUS. e

and of a sufficient breadth for three chariots
to pass along it together abreast, as well as
to have been defended by fifteen hundred
towers along these walls, which were each of

rest of the day without disturbance,” says Xenophon, (Anab.
iii. p. 212,) ¢ they came to the river Tigris, where stood a
large uninhabhited city called Larissa, anciently inhabited by
the Medes, the walls of which were twenty-five feet in
breadth, one hundred in height, and two parasangas in
circuit; all built of brick, except the plinth, which was of
stone, and twenty feet high.” The city here named Larissa,
by Xenophon, is conjectured by Bochart to have been the
Resen of the Scriptures, Gen. x. 12. He supposes that,
when the Greeks asked the people of the country ¢ what
city are these the ruins of ?” they answered, ¢ Laresen,”
that is, of Resen. It is easy, says Spelman, to imagine how
this word might be softened by a Greek termination, and
made Larissa. At a very short distance from Resen, the
army passed an uninhabited castle of enormous dimensions,
standing near the town of Mespila, formerly also belonging
to the Medes. ¢ The plinth of the wall was built with
polished stone full of shells, being fifty feet in breadth, and
as many in height. Upon this stood a brick wall, fifty feet
also in breadth, one hundred in height, and six parasangas
in circuit.” As the word =eixes frequently signifies ““ a city,”
I am surprised that Mr. Spelman should, in this instance,
have followed the Latin versions, and translated castls,
what would have borne the much better interpretation of
« fortified city”™ 'The word rxoyxndrns, * a stone full of
shells,” which occurs in the description of this fortress, has
occasioned the usual quantity of learned trifling among the
commentators. Leunclavius imagined, that the historian
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In riding across this plain, we passed a
small stream, called “« Maee Kosa,” or the
water of Kosa, which comes from the eastern

the king of Assyria, in whose reign it was taken, and even
about the persons who had the command in this expedition.
Herodotus® affirms, that it was taken by Cyaxares, king
of the Medes; St. Jerome, after the Hebrew chronicle,}
asserts that it was taken by Nabuchodonosor, king of the
Babylonians : but these accounts may be easily reconciled,
for Cyaxares and Nabuchodonosor might take it with their
joint forces, as they actually did, according to that which
is written in the book of Tobit, (xiv. 15,) if the Assuerus
in Tobit be the same (as there is great reason to think him
the same) with the Cyaxares of Herodotus: ¢ But before
Tobias died, he heard of the destruction of Nineveh, which
was taken by Nabuchodonosor and Assuerus; and before
his death he rejoiced over Nineveh.” Josephus,} who saith,
in one place, that the empire of the Assyrians was dissolved
by the Medes, saith in another, that the Medes and Baby-
lonians dissolved the empire of the Assyrians. Herodotus
himself § saith, that the Medes took Nineveh, and subdued

* Herod. lib. 1, cap. 106, p. 45. Edit. Gale. :

t Hieron. in Naum. ii. 12, p. 1574, vol. 3. [Edit. Benedict. Seder,
Olam Rabba soli Nabuchodonosoro rem attribyit, et tempus ponit.
Anno primo Nabuchodonosor subegit Nineven; id est, non diu post
mortem patris. Ebraicum hoc Chronicon secuti sunt, S. Hieronymus,
&c. Marshami Ch. Sec. xviii. p. 559.

$ ovwen Ty Tavy Agovpuwy apxny Oxo Mndwy xatalvénrai. Assyri?rum
imperium a Medis eversum iri contigit. Joseph. Antig. lib. x. cap. 2.
sect. 2. p. 435.——MnBovs xai Tovs BabvAwriovs, ol Ty Acovpisy xateAvoay
apxmv. Medos et Babylonios, qui Assyriorum everterant imperium.
Ibid. cap. v. sect. 1. p. 441. Edit. Hudson.

S xat v Te Nwoy ellov, xat Tovs Aocovpiovs Ixoxeplovs exoinoarro, wAnY
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been made, seemingly with a view to ascer-
tain of what material it was formed, and pro-
bably with a hope of being able to extract.
burnt bricks from thence for building, as is
done from mounds of ruins at Babylon; but
there was here no appearance of such brick-
work ; the whole, from length of time, and
the nature of the materials, having become
condensed into one solid mass.*

As we ‘passed by the mound, called « Tal-
Nebbe-Yunus,” I examined, with more atten-
tion, an opening recently made on its northern
side, and here I saw, most distinctly, a section

the ground, transferred many talents of gold and silver to
Ecbatana, the royal city of the Medes; and so, saith he,
the empire of the Assyrians was subverted.”— Newton on
the Prophecies, pp. 149—151.

® <« And he will stretch out his hand against the north,
and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation,
and dry like a wilderness. And flocks shall lie down in the
midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormo-
rant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it;
their voice shall sing in the windows ; desolation shall be in
the thresholds ; for he shall uncover the cedar work. This
is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her
heart, I am, there is none beside me : how is she become a
desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one
that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand.”—Zepha-
niah, c. ii. v. 13—15. :
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the mosques were not proportionately nume-
rous. The centre of the town, standing on
more elevated ground than its northern and
southern extremes, shewed the minaret of"
Nour-el-Deen, which rises from the great
mosque, to considerable advantage. The view
of the country, to the north of .the town,
offered nothing of peculiar interest; but to
the south, the Pasha’s gardens, and some little
villas seen through the trees, made a highly
picturesque appearance.

On reaching the opposite bank of the river,
we re-entered Mousul, and going up through
the “Sookh el Khiale,” or the Horse-Bazar,
where I noticed the only minaret of stone
that I had seen in the city, we came to the
« Konauk Titar Agasi,” or head-quarters of
the couriers, near the palace of the Pasha,
where the horses for our journey were just
saddling, while the Tartars were cracking
their whips, parading about in heavy boots,
abusing the grooms and horse-keepers, and in
short, giving themselves all the airs which are
common among the same class of people, in-
cluding post-boys, coachmen, &c. in England.

We mounted here, and set out on our jour-
ney from Mousul to Bagdad, soon after nine
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extent of ancient Nineveh, to be fully equal
to the dimensions given of it by the early
geographers and historians.

On leaving these, we came out on a dusty
plain, and soon after noon we reached the
first stage, or “ Konauk,” as it is called, at a
tolerably large village, called Karagoash. We
had passed in the way two streams of water,
coming down from the eastern mountains,

- running through the site of Nineveh, and
discharging themselves into the Tigris; and
we had seen, to the eastward of us, or on our
left, several small places, the names of which
I could not learn.

In this village of Karagoash, all the houses
were constructed of sun-dried brick, cemented
with mud, exactly like the masonry seen in
the section of the mound at Tal Hermoosh,
and thought to be the remains of some of the
old dwellings of the Ninevites.

This, indeed, must have always been, and
will, no doubt, always continue to be, the style
of -building used by the poor of this country,
from the great expense of procuring stone,
and the facility of raising a habitation of earth.
Stone, it is true, is to be had, but not from a
less distance than ten or twelve miles, which
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address themselves to strangers both in Arabic
and Turkish. Their occupations are chiefly
pastoral and agricultural, but they live in ge-
neral in a state of great poverty.

We were received here by the “Seroodjee
Bashi,” or Head of the Saddlers, as a keeper
of post-horses for the government is here
called, and treated by him and his attendants
with an extraordinary degree of respect. A
room was appropriated expressly to our accom-
modation, and this was spread out with car-
pets and cushions for our repose. Pipes and
coffee were also served to us, and a number of
dishes were expeditiously prepared; but as
Jonas still delayed to join us, Ali, who was
the younger of the two, did not feel himself
at liberty to partake of them without waiting
yet longer for his companion.

We waited here at least two hours for this
Jonas, who, it was said, was detained in dal-
liance with a young wife to whom he had
been newly married at Mousul, and who was
unwilling to part with him. The hard-riding
life that this Tartar led, in constantly re-
peated journeys from one extremity of the em-
pire to another, by no means unfitted him, it
would seem, for softer pleasures ; for, to fulfil
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came from the mountains of Koordistan to
the north-east of us, when, uniting into one
stream a little to the south-west, it discharged
its waters into the Tigris. .

In the latest and largest map accompanying
the Geographical Memoir on the Countries
between the Euphrates and Indus, by Mac-
donald Kinneir, the station of Karakawh is
omitted, though it is mentioned in the memoir
itself as being four farsangs, or about fifteen
miles, from Mousul.* The courses of the
streams here enumerated, as crossed since
leaving that place, are also very inaccurately
delineated, and the two branches of the Kauzir

¢ « D’Altoun-Kopri, en suivant la direction du nord,
en arrive 3 Erbil (Arbelles) aprés un trajet de dix lieues.
Cette ville est située sur un monticule qui domine une
vaste étendu de terrain, dont les productions sont les mémes
que celles du district de Kerkouk. Erbil, si renommée
per la victoire qu’ Alexandre remporta dans ses plaines sur
I’armée de Darius, est regardée comme une des plus fortes
- places du Pachalik de Bagdad ; elle est gouvernée par.un
bey, ou lieutenant, et elle a up chéteau et plusieurs manu-
factures des étoffes en laine et en coton. Un canal assez
large en fertilise le terroir, et ses habitans montrent aux
voyageurs curieux qui en parcourent les environs, plu-
sieurs ruines d’anciens chiteaux, qu'ils supposent avoir été
bétis par les monarques Persans de la derniére dynastie.”—
Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, pp. 85, 86.
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are given by Arrian ;* and it is to be inferred,
from Diodorus Siculus, who also mentions the
two armies being encamped in the presence of
each other, that the battle between them was
fought two days after the Macedonians had
passed the river;} which, if marching days
only were meant, without counting those of
rest, would agree pretty accurately with the
distance.

The learned author of the « Critical Inquiry
into the Historians of the Life of Alexander
the Great,” has very justly exposed the con-
tradictions of Quintus Curtius, who, in his
account of this battle, seems to have sacrificed
the sober consistency of the historian to a vain
display of his powers as a rhetorician. On
the plain, as he tells us, where the two armies
encountered, neither bush nor tree was to be
seen, and the view was as boundless as the
horizon.] Yet Alexander had given orders
to level every obstacle that interrupted the

* Arrian Exped. Alex. lib. iii. c. 7—9.

+ Diodorus Siculus, lib. xvii.

t ¢ Opportuna explicandis copiis regio erat equitabilis et
vasta planities : ne stirpes quidem et brevia virgulta ope-
riunt solum: liberque prospectus oculorum etiam que

procul recessére permittitur.”—Quin?. Curt. lib. iv. c. 35,
tomus ii. p. 233.
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course of rivers, in flat countries like these,
where the points of union and separation,
particularly when the branches themselves are
near each other, may be subject to many and
frequent alterations. Neither is it impossible,
that the Arabian geographer might have
spoken of the two branches of the Kauther,
or Kauzir Sou, as I understood the people of
the country, who spoke very indistinctly, to
call the two branches which we passed between
Karagoash and this place. These really do
unite, and are but then about equal to half
the breadth of the Tigris; while the Greater
Zab, at the point of its discharge into that
river, appeared to the Greeks, according to
Xenophon, to be as large as the Tigris itself,
and at the point where we crossed it was cer-
tainly fully so.* .

® This river, at the time that Xenophon and the Ten
Thousand passed it in their retreat, was four hundred feet
in breadth. The mode in which they crossed over is not
described.— 4nabasis, lib. iii.
* 'The following is what Otter, a curious but cursory tra-
veller, observes of the Zab:—¢ Le Zab se jette dans le
Tigre, & deux journées plus bas que Mousul, au-dessous de
Hadice, autrefois capitale de ce pays. Ebul-Feda dit que
le Zab a été appellé Medgenoun, ou le furieux, a cause de
sa rapidité. Au rapport du Géographe Turc, on a donné ce
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river Lycus, upon his conquest.of Indates, the

general of the Parthians: - Josephus, who has

preserved this as.a testimeny of the good dis-

position of Antiochus towards his nation; adds,

¢ It was at the desire of Hyrcanus that this was -
done, because it was such ‘a festival derived to

them from theirforefathers, on which the laws

of the Jews did not allow them .to travel.”

These two days.of rest were occasioned by the

feast of Pentecost falling out on the day fol-

lowing the Sgbbath, as the same writer himself
observes.* :

We were received, on our landing on the
opposite bank of this river, by the chiefof the
village, seated above the cliff here, and called
by the same name as the rafts, on which we
had crossed the stream, namely Kellek. The
village itself was small, and stood on the brow
of a cliff, presenting the same. appearance of
pudding-stone as those seen on the. eastern
bank of the river: The roofs of the dwellings
were all flat, though, on the other side of the
stream, they were conical: we could learn
no other reason than long established custom
for this difference. ,

~ The people on the mnorth of the Zab are
. ® Josephus, Ant. Jud. lib. xiii. cap. 8,
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footed beasts, but animals really familiar with
the road, not to have fallen with us at the
rate we galloped.

It was near midnight when we reached a
large village, called Ain Koura, having tra-
velled, since leaving Kellek, on the banks of
the Zarba, about twenty-four miles in a south-
easterly direction. Young Ali, the Tartar,
having been sent off at a forced gallop, about
a league before we reached the village, to pre-
pare for our reception, every thing was in order
when we arrived ; and when we alighted, car-
pets, cushions, pipes, and coffee, were all ready
prepared, and an excellent supper set before
us, after which we lay down on soft and clean
beds, on the terrace, to sleep.
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dishes; some having water-pots and basons
ready for washing—one holding the soap and
‘another the towel—the humbler ones among
them being content to have the boots of the
riders ready for them when they rose from the
carpet ; and all, indeed, seeming anxious to
make themselves in some way or other subser-
vient to the pleasures of these lordly tyrants.
Large doses of arrack were swallowed, both
by Jonas and Ali, though the former seemed
to pride himself on his pre-eminence in this,
as well as in all other respects; and, even at
this early hour of the morning, he emptied
two full bottles for his share. I was myself
obliged to drink, almost to intoxication,
though a much less quantity than that swal-
lowed by them would have disabled me from
proceeding : but the haughty Turk honoured
me with his permission to drink in his pre-
sence, and this was granted as a favour which
it would have been an affront of the highest
kind to refuse. '
We had no sooner descended into the court,
than the effects of these exhilarating draughts
began to manifest themselves pretty unequivo-
cally. Jonas found fault with the horse that
had been saddled for him, and insisted on its
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great extent, is, no doubt, the work of human
labour, as far at least as the shaping and
casing of its exterior with stone, though the
interior basis of the structure is perhaps a
natural hill. Within the walls of the castle;
which are constructed of brick, there are many
inhabited dwelling-houses, though the most
extensive part of the town is spread around
the foot of the citadel.

The united testimonies of all modern geo-
graphers agree in admitting this to be the site
of the ancient Arbela, whose name it still
retains. It was to this place, that Darius re-
treated, after the battle of Gaugamela,* flying

. under the cover of the night, from the troops
of Alexander. He made no stay here, but
hastened into Media, to recruit his army, while
the Macedonian conqueror, following up his

* « This battle happened in the month of October, much
about the same time of the year in which was fought the
battle of Issus, two years before, and the place where it
was fought was Gaugamela, in Assyria; but that being a
small village, and of no note, they would not denominate so
famous a battle from so contemptible a place, but called it
the battle of Arbela, because that was the next town of any
note, though it were at the distance of above twelve miles
from the field where the blow was stmck.”;Prideawv’s
Connection of the Old and New Testament, pp. T14, 715.

VOL. II. H
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By some of the ancient geographers, this
town of Arbela is placed on the river Lycus ;*
but, as we have seen, it is nearly thirty miles
to the south-east of that stream, supposing
this to be the same with the Zabatus, or Zarba,
as before assumed. D’Anville seems to have
had very imperfect materials to guide him
through this part of Alexander’s route, though,
in his dissertation, he blames Ptolemy, and
quotes Arrian, after which he fixes Arbela on
the river Caprus, or the lesser Zab, which is
equally far from the truth, as there is no
stream sufficiently near to Arbeel, for this town
to be considered asseated on any river at all.

With regard to the observation of this geo-
grapher, that Arbela is always spoken of as a
small place : it may have been originally a very
inconsiderable one; but Strabo says, that Ar-
bela was adorned by Alexander, on account of
his victory there, and that a mountain or hill
in the neighbourhood of it (probably indeed
the one on which the castle is now built) was
called Nicatorius, to commemorate the same
event.}

* See the authorities for this position, quoted by Lem-
priere.
+ The conflicting testimonies, not only of different writers,
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observed here, for the first time, the short-
trimmed beards, which are usually worn by the
Arabs and Persians along the lower parts of
the Euphrates, and in the provinces of Shoos-
ter and the low countries on the east of the
Tigris.

The two branches of the Altoun Sou, which
run through the town, are neither so wide,
so deep, nor so rapid as the stream of Zerba
to the northward. Its waters are, however,
equally sweet and clear; and the rate of its

“current, at the present season, was somewhat
less than four miles an hour, being fully equal
to that of the Tigris. These branches were
said to unite themselves just below the town,
and go in one to the Tigris, being navigable
all the way from hence to the point of its
discharge into. that river near the village of
Kellek. ' :

This stream is, no doubt, the Zabatus Minor -
of Xenophon, and the Caprus of Ptolemy ;*

# This appears to be the same stream as that crossed by
Rauwolff on his'way from Bagdad to Mousul, as well as
can be gathered from the distances on his route, and named
by him in the following passage :—¢ After we had joined
him, we went from thence on the fifth of January in a very

handsome number, for the merchant. alone had about fifty
camels and asses, which were only loaden with gauls, with
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to it by Ptolemy. The French geographer
reproaches him with error in so doing, while
he commits himself a greater one in attempt-
ing to correct the position given to it by this -
writer. Some of the Greeks, as we have seen,
placed the town on the stream of the Lycus,
or Greater Zab ; and D’Anville seats it on the
Caprus, or Lesser Zab, from both of which it
is some distance ;* so that Ptolemy is therefore
more correct than either in placing it between
them. ,

It is not impossible but that these two
branches of the Altoun Sou may represent the
two Zabs, of which the Arabian geographer,
Edrisi, speaks, and whose separation and sub-
sequent union, as described by him, is denied-
by the French critic; for the description given

® « The Lesser Zab falls into the Tigris at Len or
Assen: the Greater Zab, at Haditha, or thirty-six miles
higher. They are large rivers, both together equal to half
the Tigris. They are written indifferently Zaba, An-Zaba,
or Diava, A-diava, both from 297, Chaldaic, and 2N,
Zeeb, (Zab,) Hebrew, a wolf. Hence Auxe;, and Ptolemy’s
misnomer ¢ Leukus.’—Schulter's Vita Saladini. Indew
Geog. ¢ Fluvius Zabus.’ It would have been as well if
he had given us a good derivation of Kaprus.. A wolf, a
wild boar, and a tiger, are proper associates.”—Vincent’s
Commerce of the Ancients, Diss. on the site of Opis, vol. i.
p- 534. Note. "
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to the domain of the Queen Parysatis, the
mother of the younger Cyrus.—Parysatidiz
pagi, to which is added, Yezdem domus, that is
to say, « the habitation of the gods.”? This
same writer goes on to observe, that as there
are, among the Koordes; some who still pre-
serve the ancient religion of the Parsis, and
admit of honours to the evil principle, as well
as to the good, this term of Yezdem, which is
applied in the plural, may as well mean the
infernal as the celestial divinities, and be ap-
plied to the habitations of either the one or
the other.

It is true, that Yezdan, in the singular,
means God; but, as it is applied in the plural :
here, it would scarcely be thought far-fetched,
to interpret the expression of Yezdem domus,
as the habitations of the Yezeedis, or wor-
shippers of Yezdan, the peculiar name of God.
in their language ; more particularly, as it is
applied to several villages on the domain of
an ancient Persian Queen, Parysatis, the
mother of the younger Cyrus. If this be ad-
mitted, it will correspond with the actual, as.
well as the former, state of the country here;
for we had ourselves seen a village of these
Yezeedis, who trace their descent from the
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them to follow him as he rode* All the
Arabs are exceedingly fond of this display of
horsemanship, and skilful management of
arms; and it must be confessed, that when
the animals are of a high cast, the accoutre-
ments good, and the riders firmly possessed
of their seat, there are few exhibitions which
shew either the skill or vigour of the man, or
the fire and the beauty of the horse, to greater
advantage.

"~ When the ten chosen guards were selected
out for us, the young leader headed his troop
and left us, to hasten towards the rest of the
tribe whom we had met on their march in the
morning. We prepared also to depart, and
about nine o’clock we left the town of Altoun
Kupree, going out over the southern bridge,
and continuing our way in close order.

We went now on a course of south-east,
over a generally level country, with detached
patches of cultivation, and a few small villages

_ * This will remindthe reader of Xenophon, of the de-
scription given by that beautiful writer of the youthful
conduct and accomplishments of the elder Cyrus, who, at
an age little exceeding that of the young Arab chief, was
distinguished by equal skill in horsemanship, and by a
degree of prudence which excited the wonder of the Median
monarch.—See the Cyropedia, book i. :
VOL. II. : 1
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were considered to be clear of all the reported
ddnger of the road ; they returned to overtake
the rest of their ‘tribe to the' northward,-and
we ‘continued our way more southetly over the
plain, till we came at day-light to the town of
Kerkook, having" galloped.-about * thirty-five
miles since leavingAltoun: Kupree, and in a
general direttion of south-south-east. : .

. After reposing from- the fatigues of the
night, we all-arose before noon, and T went out,
as was myusual custom, with some one of the
inhabitants as‘'a guide, to-see as' much as I
could of the town during. our ‘halt here. It
is composed - of .three distinct portions, .each
of a considerable size.* In the principal one
of these, is a high and extensive mound, arti-
ficially shaped on the inclined slope, like that
of Arbeld, before: described. On this, stands
a fortified town, rather than a castle, within
the walls of which are included a great num-

* Rauwolff speaks of it thus: ¢« After the Sabbath of the
Jews, my companions, was over, we went on again, and
came the twenty-sixth of December to Carcuck, a glorious
fine city, lying in a plain, in a very fertile country ; at four
miles distance is another that lieth on an ascent, whither we
also travelled, my companions having business in both of
them, and so we spent two days in them before we were
ready to go on again.”—p. 162.
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of the town, and cannot add more than a
* thousand to the gross number of the popula-
tion of Kerkook, which may, therefore upon
the whole, be nearly fifteen thousand. :
This was the first place at which we had
seen any trees since leaving Mousul, and here
the date-tree was--more numerous than any
other. I heard a great deal, at this place, of
the springs of naphtha, which are in the neigh- -
‘bourhood of Kerkook, and of the earth from
which issues flames, which are both looked on
by the inhabitants as prodigies, known no-
-where else in the world, and marks of God’s
peculiar favour to their soil. They are said
to be chiefly among the rocky hills through
which we had passed at midnight on our way
from Altoun Kupree to this place, so that I
had no opportunity of seeing them.

In the examination of the countries border-
ing on the Tigris and Euphrates, after passing
the Zab, and still speaking of the course of
the latter towards the sea, D’Anville says, the
country adjoining to the left or eastern bank
is called Garm, in which he thinks it is plain
to discover that of Garamei, which is the name
of a country placed by Ptolemy in Assyria, near
the middle of its whole extent from north to
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lemy. - The three divisions of the town as it
now stands are, however, large enough to admit
a belief that it might have been a metropo-
litan see in later times, and have given its
name to the district in- earlier ones, if it be
still thought to be the Garm of Assemani;
as it is still the largest town throughout the
plains to the east of the Tigris; while, on the
other hand, the appearance of its castle, seated
on an elevated mound, is sufficient to induce
a belief' of its having been always a fertified
post of some importance, and with equal pro-
bability a military station of the Romans
during the existenice of their power here.
At all events, little doubt can remain of this
Kerkook being the place intended to be iden-
tified with these ancient stations by the
French geographer, on a comparison of the
details which he gives' of its local features with
those which actually exist near this spot.*

# <« Dans le voisinage de cette ville, il sort des rochers,
de l'huile de napthe, qui est regue dans un espéce de:puits;
et je trouve dans une relation manuscrite d’'un voyage au
Levant par le Pére Emanuel ‘de St. Albert, visiteur des
Missions de son ordre des Carmes, et.depuis Evéque in
partibus, qu'en remuant la terre aux-environs; il en sort
des bluettes. On lit dans la Géographie Turque, qu'en
creusant la terre sur un tertre appellé Khor-kour-baba, il
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tainment from the antics of a dancing bear.
This was a large white shaggy animal, which
had been brought by the Koords, who exhibit-
ed it, from the snow-clad mountains of their
own country, at a distance of four days’ jour-
ney to the eastward. They said that these
animals were very rare among their hills, and
the liberality with which the spectators re-
warded their shewing it, seemed to imply
that it was a creature still less frequently seen
here.*

From the report of my guide, corrected by
some confronting testimonies of others whom
I questioned on the same subject, I learnt
that there were, in each of the three portions
of whieh Kerkook is composed, ten mosques,
twenty-four coffee-houses, ten khans, and
two public baths; and that the number of
Christian places of worship, of different sects,
was either four or five. The town is sub-
ject to the Pasha of Bagdad, and its envi-
rons are sufficiently productive to yield him
a respectable tribute. The governor is one

* Wild beasts of almost all the larger species were found
in this country in the time of the elder Cyrus; and the
hunting of them formed an important part of the education
of the princes and nobles of Persia.—Cyropedia, book i.
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of his own immediate dependants, and attach-
ed to him are just a sufficient number of sol-
diers only to form a body-guard for his per-
«onal defence.









CHAPTER V.

" FROM KERKOOK, BY KIFFREE, TO KARA TUPPE,
. OR THE BLACK HILL.

W aeN the Tartars had partaken of a hearty
meal, and lounged away an hour aver their
if¥pes, we prepared .again to depart, though the
beat of the day, to avoid which was the
alleged. cause of our long halt here, instead of
having subsided, was now at its greatest height.
There was no persuading my companions to
this, hawever, so that we saddled our horses
and mounted, and at three o’clock set out
from Kerkook. '

Our course went now to the southward, over
a country that was generally waste and un-
cultivated, and on-the south-east of us was an
extensive plain, the horizon of which was as
boundless as that of the sea, and to the east
and north-east the view terminated in the
hills of Koordistan.
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-and -being furnished with another escort of
five Arab horsemen for the way, we departed
about midnight, observing, as we went out .of
the town, a tall isolated minaret, with a square
base and circular tower, like the pedestal and
‘shaft of a large column. :

‘JuLy 10th.—On leaving Taook, we con-
tinued our course still southerly, over a desert
country, which was often pebbly, and destitute
of cultivable soil, but never loose or sandy.

We next came to a ground of gravel and
clay, and passed in sight of some small vil.
lages scattered near our route, when, at sun-
rise, after a ride of about twenty miles, we
entered the town of Koolmaty.

This is a large place, stretching itself along
the eastern foot of a range of barren hills ; the
whole town, however, lying in the midst of
gardens, plantations of date-trees, and cul-
tivated patches of land. There were three
or four mosques, and some good dwelling-
houses, a ‘market abundantly supplied with
fruit, and springs of excellent water.

We were entertained at the house of the
"Aga, or governor of the town, where it is
usual, when there is no good caravanserai, for
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‘'We remained at this. place two hours, which
were divided in nearly equal portions between
eating, drinking, smoking, and sleeping:; and
at El Assr, or near the hottest part of the
day, we. prepared again to mount, though, as
before, the alleged reason of our making any
stay here at all, was to avoid the oppressive
power of- the sun.

- We were furnished with fresh horses for our
use, but -the baggage-animals carrying the
packets could not be replaced by others; and
we had an. escort of twenty Arab horsemen
given to us for protection, as the road from
hence to the southward was said to be still
more infested with robbers than that over
which we had already passed from the north.

On leaving Baiaat, our course was directed
toward the east, and we continued to follow
- this direction, along the southern foot of a -
line of bare hills, with desert ground on our
right, which continued all the way without
intermission, until we reached the town of
Kiffree, having travelled about thirty miles.

JuLy 11th—Before we had lain down to
sleep, on the preceding night, a great deal
of bustle, quarrelling, and abuse, had passed
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between the Tartars and keepers of the post-
horses, at this station; the latter insisting
that they could not furnish us with animals
until some should return this way from Bag-
dad. Under this impression, the youngest of
the Tartars, Ali, with Suliman the merchant,
and myself, composed ourselves quietly to
rest, in the firm assurance and belief, that
whatever could be done by bullying, would
be sccurely effected by the hoarse voice, the
thick whip, and the lordly air of Jonas; and
that, if horses were to be had, we should be
furnished with them through his influence,
without any exertions of our own.

When we awoke in the morning, however,
after enjoying an undisturbed sleep, without
the din of voices to rouse us as usual, the ex-
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‘ral seriousness and reserve. There are no
class of people who domineer more readily,
or with more vulgar insolence, over those
whom they have in their power, than these
‘Tartars ; but, like most braggadocios, they are
soon made to yield to a manly and persevering
firmness of resistance to their encroachments.

But to return—Ali, Suliman, and myself,
were now left here, without an immediate
prospect of our being able to procure any
animals to proceed. Like good Moslems, we
.consoled each other with the belief that our
detention was written in the Book of Fate,
and could not be avoided, although neither of
my companions failed to invoke curses on the
head of the treacherous Jonas, as the instru-
ment of this infliction ; but, unwilling to dwell
.on what could not be remedied, we ordered
the best dinner that the place could afford,
and sent out our mandate; as persons in au-
thority, to invite all who would come to par-
‘take of our hospitality.

We had scarcely sat down, before there
arrived a Tartar from Bagdad, bringing under
his charge two Europeans; both dressed as
Tartars, and bound to Constantinople. They
arrived so opportunely, that we made them
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other was a young man who had gone origi-
pally from Italy to Constantinople, where he
had resided some time with his father, a mer-
chant of that city. Having heard, from some
of the distant traders with whom his father
corresponded, of the fame of Damascus, he
solicited permission to make a journey to that
city, and it was granted to him, under the
hope of his being able to transact some useful
business there, at the same time that he grati-
fied his curiosity. The most singular part of
the history of this young man’s travels was,
however, that he went from Constantinople
to Alexandria in Egypt, believing that to be
the straightest and shortest road to Damas-
cus; and, after landing there, he went up to
Cairoby the Nile, under an impression that
that city was also in the direct road to the
place of his destination. When he had at
length reached Damascus, by this circuitous
route, having gone from Cairo to Jerusalom
by the Desert of Suez, one would have thought
that the recollection of this error would have
taught him to make more careful inquiries
regarding the relative positions of places he
might have to visit in future. But it appears
he never did discover that he had not come by
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less than fifty thousand miles; while that be-
tween Bagdad and Constantinople, by the way
he was now returning, could not exceed five
hundred ; adding that, for his part, he -eould
not conceive why .the longer route was ever
taken, since it was as disagreeable as it was
distant ; but, at the same time, shrewdly sug-
gesting that there might be reasons for this
course, known only to Him from whom no

About midnight, the Tartar, who was taking
these travellers from Bagdad to Constantino-
ple, being obliged to proceed with the horses
on which they had arrived ‘here, gave orders
for departure, and the animals being very
promptly saddled, and the water-bottles filled,
our -companions left us, with mutual saluta-
tions, benedictions, and regrets.

JuLy 12th—As no hope of a release from
our detention at this place yet presented itself,
we . strolled about the town, and lounged at
the coffee-house with as much resignation as
was practicable, though without the same
sources of entertainment which we possessed
on the preceding day to dissipate our cares.

The town of Kufree, or Kiffree, is seated
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coffee-house in the place, this is adequate to
the supply of all the idlers and passengers
through the town.

The caravanserai at which we put up, during
our detention here, was like the one described
at Baiaat, in the general style of ‘its architec-
ture, which was purely Turkish. It consisted
of many apartments, some of them having
fire-places in the walls, like European chim-
neys; others, with benches and niches, or
recesses, for the accommodation of travellers,
and all ornamented and vaulted, in the Turk-
ish rather than the Arabic manner.

It is remarkable, that though all the arches
in the caravanserai and coffee-house are point-
ed in the Saracenic form, with concave or
hollow parts beneath them, all those seen in
the other buildings of this town are of a dif-
ferent kind : some of these are round arches,
of the pure semi-circular Roman shape;
others are the flattened segment of a circle,
approaching to the Saxon form; and others
again have a broad indentation in the centre
of a flat arch, like those described in the
mosque of Ibrahim el Khaleel, at Orfah; all
apparently constructed without regard to any
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of them I observed myriads of insects, of the
genus Coccinella, all seemingly regaling them-
selves on the Aphides, or plant-lice, whieh are
said to be their favourite food ; they covered
the leaves of all the lower shrubs, in countless
multitudes. They were of the species that
have red shells with black spots ; though the
spots were in many of them not very distinct,
and they frequently went in pairs, attached
together by their tails. Some pieces of eloud-
ed marble were brought to me in the course
of the day, as stone from the neighbouring
range of hills. These were all the natural
curiosities, if these could so be called, whiech
the place produced, excepting the large storks,
« Hadjee Lug Lug,” which had their nests on
almost every house in the town.

On every part of our road from Mousul to
this place, we had seen, for the last five days,
the beautiful bird, called Syren by the French,
and War-War by the Arabs; but here, proba-
bly on account of the great heat, we lost sight
of them altogether. From the same cause,
also, fleas;, which had hitherto abounded in
our route, had now entirely disappeared;
though more offensive vermin were still seen
on every carpet and cushion on which we
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on the same animals, the beasts and their
lading all belonging to himself. Our diffi-
culties, as to further progress, were now at
once removed. By increasing the lading of
some of his mules, and making his servants
dismount from others, to ride and walk by
turns, a horse and two mules were set at
liberty for the use of Ali, Suliman, and my-
self. The horse was given to me, as the
greatest stranger of the party, it being known
to all that I came from Egypt; and though
the Tartar, Ali, had not only the self-regard
to ask it for himself, but the effrontery to
demand it as a right, he being the Sultan’s
messenger, yet no entreaties of mine could
prevail on the young Suliman, for whose sake
alone we had obtained these animals, to take
the horse, and permit me to ride the mule.
The laws of hospitality, he said, forbade it,
and he was on this point quite immovable.
At sun-set, a grave and formal party was
assembled at the Hadjee’s place of halt, con-
sisting of a sleek and full-bearded Moollah,
and some of the chief elders of the town.
Here, most of the party prayed, Ali and my-
self being the only ones who did not join; at
which the Moollah was not a little scandalized.
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Kiffree, that within the building there would
be good accommodation for ourselves, and in
the court an excellent place for our horses.
We accordingly -alighted, and after formal
prayers, led by the Moollah himself, as Imaum,
at the head of the party, we took care of our
animals, and all lay down to sleep.

On awaking, which was long after the sun
had risen, I found near me an old white-
bearded Sheikh, the priest and schoolmaster
of the village, who was surrounded by about
twenty pupils; all reading loudly the different
portions of the Koran assigned:to them as
their tasks. The book, from which they were
reading, was in Arabic; but the language of
their conversation with each other, as well
as the features and complexions of all, was
still Turkish, and sufficiently bespoke their
origin. The old Sheikh was very communi-
cative; and as he pressed his inquiries on me
with great earnestness, I answered them with
readiness and freedom. The sun growing in-
supportably powerful, even soon after the day
dawned, some of the young scholars were des-
patched by their master to procure the cooling
breakfast of raw sliced cucumbers steeped in
sour milk, which, however little known among
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my friend, by telling him long and entertain-
ing stories on the road, all contended, how-
ever, for my not being disturbed from the
spot where I lay. I was awake during the
whole of this strife between fanaticism and
hospitality ; but I continued to remain quiet,
and apparently still asleep, from a conviction,
that any thing which I could do or say would
rather inflame and irritate than calm the con-
tention.

My friends ultimately prevailed; and the
others, after a great deal of murmuring, at
length went on with their devotions, though
they all removed from near me, where they
had just ranged themselves, to the other ex-
tremity of the mosque, in order to avoid the
contamination of an infidel.

Our afternoon was lounged away, without
my seeing much of the town of Kara Tuppé.
It appeared to me, to be hardly more than half
the size of Kiffree, and the population still
less in proportion ; that of Kiffree being esti-
mated at three thousand, while the inhabit-
ants of this are thought not to exceed one
thousand. The appearance and language of
the people are as decidedly Turkish as the
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name of the place itself, and all seemed to con-
firm the opinion already expressed as to the

common origin and progress of these halting-
stations on the road.









CHAPTER VL

FROM KARA TUPPE, BY DELHI ABASS, TO
'BAGDAD.

Ix the evening, when we prepared to mount,
we-began to feel the effects of the Hadjee-
Habeeb’s displeasure, though his revenge was; -
as we all believed, rather at the suggestion of
* the offended Moollah, than.from the dictates
of his own more benevolent heart. My long-
story-loving friend was “sent to Coventry,”
for his open espousal of my. cause. The
horse' I 'had originally mounted was now
given to one of the Hadjee’s servants, and I
was set on a heavily-laden mule; while the
unladen animal, on which Suliman had ridden
thus far, was transferred to another individual,
and he was set on one carrying melons in
panniers. '

It was in this order that we set out soon
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tum of Pliny, or the Torneh passed by Hera-.
clius in his approach to the Persian palace,. if
the route of march lay close along the eastern
banks of the Tigris; yet, that it might not
have been crossed at all, either on Aristago-
ras’s road to Susa, or that of Heraclius to Das-
tagherd, supposing the line of march to have
led further east, and the source of this stream
to have been left a little on the right. The
Diala would then have been the stream meant,
as both D’Anville and Rennell agree, though
their opinions were evidently formed without
any knowledge of the existence of this stream:
at Delhi Abass.

The country all around us appeared to be
one wide desert of sandy and barren soil,
thinly scattered over with brushwood and
tufts of reedy grass. |

The bare and stony ridge of hills, through
the’ pass of which we had come on the pre-
ceding night, intercepted the horizon in the
north-east, and a lofty range of very distant
mountains bounded:- the view in the south-
east ; but in every other quarter of the com-
pass, the prospect was like that of a level and
unbroken sea.

" 'We had seen no settlement of pure Arabs
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shape of any class, and my whole costume dis-
ordered and awry. I succeeded, at length, in
finding out the coffee-house or shed at which
my young friend Suliman had put up; and
after anointing my bruises, washing myself
from head to foot, and giving my torn gar-
ments to be repaired, I lay gladly down, to
recruit my exhausted strength. o

It was long past noon when I awoke, and
the pain which I suffered from the bruises
sustained in my fall was now much greater
than before, and almost disabled me from
walking. Suliman expressed the most earnest
solicitude for my comfort, and did a hundred
kind offices, to which nothing but a humane
heart could have prompted him. We were
both in the same coffee-shed, or khan, for these
were here united, as the Hadjee Habeeb and
his friend, the fat Moollah of Kiffree; but
these would neither of them now speak to any
one of our party : and when they were told of
my disasters they exultingly exclaimed,  Thus
does God punish those who violate the sanc-
tuaries of his Prophet.” We cared but little
for a resentment so perfectly harmless in its
effects, in spite of which Suliman and myself
made an excellent dinner together, desiring
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o’clock before we were all mounted and on
our way.

Going still in a direction of south-west, we
passed several small villages, embosomed in
groves of palm-trees, and went over several
canals of water, across wooden planks used as
bridges. One of these was se loosely held
together, that a laden mule and his rider fell
through two of the boards as they separated,
and were with great difficulty rescued from
suffocation.

It was not more than two hours after quit-
ting the town of Hebheb, that we came on
the eastern bank of the Tigris, which seemed
here to be about the same size as at Mousul,
or scarcely at all augmented. We halted on
its banks for sun-set prayers, and suffered our
animals to drink and graze for the short period
of our stay. On remounting, we continued
our way in a southern direction, with slight
occasional deviations, as we now followed the
winding of the river, and kept always close
upon its edge.

Jury 16th.—Though thus upon the borders
of a large and fertilizing stream, nothing could
be more dreamy and monotonous than the
scenery which, during the whole of our long
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benches of which were filled with hundreds
of spectators; yet not a pipe was lighted, not
a cup of coffee served, and not a word spoken,
during this awful moment. Every one rose,
and either made an inclination of the body,
or lifted his hand to his lips, his forehead, and
his heart, in token of respect. The Pasha,
though he seemed scarcely to turn his head
or his eyes from a straight-forward view, never-
theless returned these salutations with great
. grace, and every thing was conducted with
the utmost gravity and decorum.
- At the close of this procession, Dr. Hine
and Mr. Bellino, the physician and secretary
of the British resident at Bagdad, passed close’
by me, on horseback, as I sat smothered in the
very dust of their horses’ hoofs ; but though
I knew them at the moment to be the persons
they were, from their dresses, and from hear-
ing them converse in English as they passed,
and though I felt the humiliation to which I
was reduced as extremely galling, yet 1 for-
bore to make myself known to them under
such circumstances and in such a crowd.
When the cavalcade had entirely passed by,
and every one returned again to the care of
his own concerns, I pressed hard to be released






























































































































DESCRIPTION OF BAGDAD: Ne
sided .to 117°; and at midnight Ll4". This
was the case within the:last twenty-four hours;
the air being perfectly calm,.the sue almost
blood red, as seem .through: a: @ull mist, and
the atmosphere literally on fire.. There was,
indeed, scarcely any perceptible difference. he-
tween the heat of the day on that. of the night,
as long as the individual kept in the shade. If
exposed to the sum, its rays were scarcely to
be borne ; natives of the country even died in
great numbers from the excessive heat; and
nothing but the shelter and comforts afforded
by wealth and ingenuity, in the house of the
British representative, could have made a re-
sidence here at all tolerable to a European.
“In the winter, the climate is cold, (the lati-
tude being about 33° north,) and many snow-
clad mountains within a short distance, from
which bleak winds descend ; but the three
months of June, July, and August, are so in-
tensely hot, as to make persons staying here,
even after a long residence in India, sigh for
the more temperate regions of Bengal or Hin-
doostan. Intense as the heat of the climate
may appear to the English reader, from the
degrees of the thermometer given in the pre-
ceding page, it may be added, that there












CHAPTER VIIIL

EXCURSION TO AKKERKOOF.

JuLy 22nd.—Accompanied by Mr. Bellino, -
the Italian secretary of the Resident, and one
of the Indian sepoys of the body-guard as a
guide, we set out at day-light on an excursion
to the ruins called Akkerkoof.

On going out at the Bab el Jisser, we cross-
ed the bridge of boats, which was two hundred
and seventy-five horse-paces, or little more
than six hundred feet in length. It is of the
most wretched construction ; and, considering
the crowds that go over it constantly, the
weakness of the boats, and the strength of
the wind and current at some-particular sea-
sons, it seems surprising that it holds so well

together. .
We passed from hence, through a long con-
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ing close to the bridge, on the right hand in
crossing it from the west, and immediately on
the river's brink. Niebuhr, during his stay
here, caused the inscription to be copied by a
Moollah, by which it appeared that the edifice
was built by the Khalif Mostanser, in the
year of the Hejira 630, or of the Christian
era 1232.

It was about an hour past noon, when we
returned from our excursion, just as the heat
of the day began to be most oppressive. In
our inquiries during the afternoon, we learnt,
from a Moollah who visited the house, that
“the word Akkerkoof might be traced te Arabic
etymology, and would signify « The place of
him who rebelled against God.” This, as ap-
plied to the popular tradition of Nimrod’s
being a rebellious being, and of the ruin at
Akkerkoof being his “place” after death,
would sufficiently accord with the notion of
its being a royal sepulchre; but the subject,
from its mere antiquity alone, is necessarily
involved in great obscurity. '
















































TO THE RUINS OF BABYLON. 256

Our way from thence presented us with
nothing worthy of peculiar notice, excepting
here and there scattered fragments of pottery

It was, too, as ancient, or more ancient, than Nineveh, for
in the words of Moses, speaking of Nimrod, (Gen. x. 10.)
it was ¢ the beginning of his kingdom,’ that is the first city,
or the capital city in his dominions. Several heathen au-
thors say, that Semiramis, but most (as 4 Quintus Curtius
asserts) that Belus built it: and Belus was very probably
the same as Nimrod. But whoever was the first founder of
this city, we may reasonably suppose that it received very
great improvements afterwards, and Nebuchadnezzar parti-
cularly repaired and enlarged and beautified it to such a
degree, that he may in a manner be said to have built it: as
he boasted himself, (Dan. iv. 30.) ¢ Is not this great Babylon
that I have built for the house of the kingdom, by the might
of my power, and for the honour of my majesty # Nor is
this asserted only in Scripture, but is likewise attested by
heathen authors, Megasthenes, Berosus, and Abydenus,
whose words are quoted by } Josephus and Eusebius. By
one means or other, Babylon became so great and famous a
city as to give name to a very large empire ; and it is called in
Scripture (Dan. iv. 30.) ¢ great Babylon:’ (Isa. xlii. 19.)
¢ the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excel-
lency ;> (Isa. xiv. 4.) ¢ the golden city;’ (Isa. xlvii. 5.) ¢ the
lady of kingdoms;’ (Jer.li. 13.) ¢abundant in treasures ;’
(Jer. li. 41.) ¢ the praise of the whole earth ;’ and its beauty,
strength, and grandeur; its walls, temples, palaces, and

+ Semiramis eam condiderat: vel, ut plerique credidere. Belus.
Quint. Curt. ibid.

1 Joseph. Antiq. lib. x. cap. 11, sect. 1, p.459. Edit. Hudson. Euseb.
Preepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 41, p. 457. Edit. Vigeri.
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the Tigris, and no doubt originally connecting
the waters of both these great rivers.

. It was about seven o’clock when we came
abreast of the high mound, called by the
natives, “ El Mujéllibe,” from the Arabic,
Mukillibe, or Makloube, as Europeans have
more frequently written it, signifying “over-
turned.” * This is nearly visible all the way
from Mohawil, and lies to the right or west of
the direct road from Bagdad, at the distance
of about a quarter of a mile. We turned out
of our path to examine this, as the first object
of interest presenting itself on coming from
the north. On approaching it, we passed first
over a deep outer ditch, which we should have
_taken for a canal, but that it was evidently of

* « Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of
the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as when God overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah: it shall never be inhabited, neither
shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation ; neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there, neithershall the shepherds
make their fold there: but wild beasts of the desert shall lLie
there, and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures, and
owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there : and the
wild beasts of the island shall cry in their desolate houses,
and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near
to come, and her days shall not be prolonged."—Isaiah,
chap. xiii. v. 19.
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of the ruins around us, which seemred to corre-
spond so perfectly with the Plan accompany-
ing Mr. Rich’s Memoir as to leave nothing to
be added to that interesting document.*

* Mr. Rich, who had devoted his attention to this subject
very soon after his taking up his abode at Bagdad, and had
made several visits to the ruins of Babylon, under circum-
stances which gave him every facility of accurate observa-
tion, embodied his researches in a Memoir, which hie address-
ed to the Baron von Hammer, the learned editor of a folio
periodical, published at Vienna, in which the Memoir in
question was originally inserted. It was this copy that I
had the pleasure to read, with the opportunity of consult-
ing its accomplished author, at Bagdad: and to this alosie,
the references here made refer. The Memoir was afterwards
printed in a separate form, by some of Mr. Rich’s friends
in England: but this soon became so scarce, as not to be
attainable by purchase; and after considerable pains to
procure a copy in England, I have not yet been successful.
This is, perhaps, the less to be wondered- at, as the author
himself, in a ¢ Second Memoir on Babylon,” written about a
year after my leaving Bagdad, in answer to some remarks
of Major Rennel on the ¢ First Memoir,” originally com-
municated to the Society of Antiquaries, and afterwards
published in the Archaologia, states, that he himself, up to
the date of his writing the ¢ Second Memoir,” which was in
July, 1817, had not yet seen an English copy of the ¢ First,”
though it must then have been printed a considerable time.—
The extreme scarcity of the Memioir, in either form, added
to the accuracy of the Plan and Views which accompany it,
induce me to believe that I shall perform an acceptable ser-

L]
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upon the most conspicuous eminence to re-
present the Tower of Belus.”. This was na-
tural enough, even when he and his early
followers thought they had recognised it
among the ruins of Felugiah, higher up the
Euphrates; and was still more excusable,
when Pietro della Valle selected this mound,
certainly the most probable one of all those on
the east side of the river, as the remains of
that tower “whose top was to reach unto
heaven.”*

On the exterior surface of this mound of
the Mujellibé, are sufficient remains of walls
and buildings to prove that its base is still a
solid building, and scarcely at all enlarged by
rubbish. This is also the case on its summit,
where walls and portions of buildings are still
open in many places; and even where loose
rubbish is found to cover the surface, it is in
very small quantities, formed by the gradual
decomposition of the outer parts exposed to
the action of the elements, and strewed over
with fragments of brick and pottery.t

® Genesis, chap. xi. v 4

+ The most minute and laboured description of the an-

cient Babylon is, perhaps, that of Diodorus Siculus, who,
however, writing not more than half a century bgfore the
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its base, that it was never built on to a much
greater height than that at which its highest
part now stands, or one hundred and forty

brick, cemented with brimstone—in height, as Ctesias says,
fifty orgyas, (each six feet,) but as some of the later writers
report, but fifty cubits only, and that the breadth was but
a little more than what would allow two chariots to be driven
in front. There were two hundred and fifty turrets, in
height and thickness, proportionable to the largeness of the
wall. It is not to be wondered at, that there were so few
towers upon a wall of so great a circuit, being that, in many
places round the city, there were deep morasses, so that it
was judged to no purpose to raise turrets there, where they
were so naturally fortified. Between the wall and the
houses, there was a space left round the city of two hun-
dred feet. o

¢ That the work might be the more speedily despatched,
to each of her friends was allotted a furlong, with an allow-
ance of all expences necessary for their several parts, and
commanded a]l should be finished in a year’s time, which
being diligently perfected with the queen’s approbation, she
then made a bridge over the narrowgest part, of the river,
five furlongs in length. On either side of the river, she
raised a bank as broad as the wall, and with great cost drew
it out in length an hundred furlongs. She built likewise
. two palaces at each end of the bridge on the banks of the
river, where she might have a prospect over the whole city.
and make her passage, as by keys, to the most convenient
places in it, as she had occasion. And whereas Euphrates
runs through the midst of Babylon, making its course to’
the south, the palaces lie the one on the east and the other
on the west side of the river, both built at exceeding costs
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pendicular height, and was formed of eight
stages, retiring one within another in a py- -
ramidal form. The pile now remaining is

Semiramis could go from one palace to the other by this.
vauls, without passing over the river. She made likewise
two brazen gates, at either end of the vaults, which con-
tinued to the time of the Persian Empire.

“In the middle of the city, she built a Temple to Ju-
piter, whom the Babylonians call Belus, of which, since
writers differ among themselves, and the work is now
wholly decayed through length of time, there is nothing
that can with certainty be related concerning it, yet it is
apparent, that it was of exceeding great height, and that
by the advantage of it, the Chaldean astrologers exactly
observed the setting and rising of the stars. The whole
was built of brick, cemented with brimstone, with great art
and cost. Upon the top were placed three statues of beaten
gold, of Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea, with other splendid ves-
sels, tables, and ornaments of gold and precious stones,
weighing altogether about six thousand Babylonish talents ;
but all these the Persian kings sacrilegiously carried away,
and length of time has either altogether consumed or much
defaced the palaces, and the other structures, so that at
this day, but a small part of this Babylon is inhabited, and
the greatest part which lay within the walls is turned into
pasture and tillage.

¢ There was also a hanging garden, (as it is called,) _

near the citadel, not built by Semiramis, but by & Jatex . .-

prince, called Cyrus, for the sake of a courtezan, who,
being a Persian (as they say) by birth, and coveting mea-
dows on mountain tops, desired the king, by an artificial
plantation, to imitate the land in Persia. This garden was
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though, as before remarked, walls and ma-
sonry of brick-work are visible there in many
parts, and these prove, beyond a doubt, that
there has been no great accumulation of rub-
bish in those directions.

' The six uppermost stages wantmg to com-
plete the whole height, (supposing this to
have been the Tower of Belus, as has been
inaccurately assumed,) could not have dis-
appeared without leaving an immense mass of
rubbish, occasioned by their fall or removal ;
and, indeed, it is said, both by Strabo and Ar-
rian, that when Alexander was desirous of re-
pairing the sepulchre of Belus, it was found
to be too great a labour, for it was thought
that ten thousand men would not be able to
remove the rubbish in two months. This
is a feature which does. not at all apply to the
present state of the Mujellibé, where but
little loose rubbish is found beyond the limits
of the building itself.

The area of this pile already exceeds, by .
~ about two hundred feet, a square stadium,
which is the extent given to the base of the

out was the wiser, or knew what was done. The garden (as
we said before) was built in later ages.”—Diodorus Si-
culus, book ii. c. 1.
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mound proceeds, taking a sweep to the south-
east, 80 as to be nearly parallel with, and forty
yards more to the south, than that boundary ;
and losing itself in the plain, being, in fact, the
most southerly of all the ruins. The embank-
ment is continued in a right line to the north,
and diminishes in breadth, but increases in ele-
vation, till at the distance of seven hundred
and fifty yards from its commencement, where
it is forty feet in perpendicular height, and is
interrupted by a break (C) of nearly the same
breadth with the river. To this succeeds a
piece of flat ground, apparently gained from
the river by a slight change in its course, it
being one hundred and ten yards in length,
and two hundred and fifty in greatest breadth ;
and along its base are traces of a continuation
of the embankment, which is there a narrow
line that soon loses itself.” '

~ In another place, when speaking of the
Mujellibé, or Pietro della Valle’s ruin, which
is here assumed as the castellated palace, this
same writer says, “ The northern termination
of the plan is Pietro della Valle’s ruin, from
the south-east angle of which, (to which it
evidently once joined, being only obliterated
there by two canals,) proceeds a narrow ridge
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the river’s brink, are two grand masses, of the
elevation of sixty feet, connected together. by
a broad and lofty causeway, and faced-by.an
embankment on the edge of the stream: the
whole occupying, in its present state, a space
of two thousand three hundred-and fifty
yards in length, by eleven hundred: yards in
breadth.

The hangmg gardens are described to be
precisely in this situation, near the palace,
close to the river, and watered by engines from
its stream. They are said, by one authority;
to have been fifty cubits, and- by another-to
have exceeded a hundred feet,'in height, and
to have occupied three and half acres in ex-
tent. The height is as near the truth as could
be expected at this distant period; and it re-
mains to be seen how nearly the -extent. of
the ground it now occupies agrees with :that
assigned to it when perfect.

The palace and the gardens were said to
be surrounded by an outer wall of sixty stadia,
an inner one of forty, and a third, the dimen-
sions of which are not given. The southern
extreme of this outer wall is to be found in
the ridge which goes off south-east from the
eastern angle of the embankment (B) near the
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highly ornamented with painted tiles, bearing
devices of animals, hunting scenes, &c.; and
it has been suggested that the buildings in
these gardens would be likely to be of the
most ornamented and highly-finished kind
of those known in that age. The traveller,
Beauchamp, when speaking of this second heap
from the northward, after having seen the
Mujellibé, which he calls the « Mount of Ba-
bel,” says, « Above this mount, on the side
of the river, are those immense ruins which
have served and still serve for the building
of Hillah, an Arabian city, containing ten or
twelve thousand souls. Here are found those
large and thick bricks, imprinted with un-
known characters, specimens of which I have
presented to the Abbé Barthelemy. This
place, and the Mount of Babel, are commonly
called, by the Arabs, ¢ Makloube,’ that is to
say, turned topsyturvy. I was informed by
the master mason employed to dig for bricks,
that the places from which he procured them
were large thick walls, and sometimes cham-
bers. He has frequently found earthen vessels,
engraved marbles, and, about eight years ago,
a statue as large as life, which he threw among
the rubbish. On one wall of a chamber, he
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cients, seems to be thought possible ; and it
is certain, that this single tree, standing as
it does on the very summit of the mound
taken for the hanging garden, and certainly
not likely to have been planted, by any sub-
sequent hand, on a mere heap of ruins, very
strongly favours such a suppogition, as there is
no other rational way of accounting for the
presence of so unusual a tree as this, in so
unusual a situation. It may not be irrelevant
to remark, that it was in the heap assumed
to be the site of the hanging gardens, that
Mr. Rich found the brick with a device on
it, resembling the garden spade used by the
Arabs of the present day, and that he thought
it singular and curious enough to deserve a
drawing of it, which accompanied his « Me-
moir,” as no similar brick has been found in
any other part of the extensive ruins of this
city.
























SEARCH AFTER THE WALLS OF BABYLON. %01

As long as we continued to find such re-
mains of extensive mounds, detached squares,
and circular patches covered with burnt- brick
and pottery, we continued to proceed onward,
and about half-past ten reached a walled en-
closure, within which were a number of date-
trees. We turned in here, under the expec-
tation of finding the place inhabited; but,
from the state of ruin in which we found it,
it must have been long since deserted, and its
brick-lined well, from which the garden had
no doubt originally been watered, was now
perfectly dry.

The heat of the day had already become
intense; only one of our water-bottles had
any water remaining in it, and of this there
was but a very small portion; for, on setting
out, we had not calculated on coming half this

plagues. How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asun-
der and broken? How is Babylon become a desolation
- among the nations ? Therefore the wild beasts of the de-
sert, with the wild beasts of the islands, shall dwell there,
and the owls shall dwell therein ; and it shall be no ‘more.
inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from gene-
ration to generation: As God overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrah, and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord ;
so no man shall abide there, neither shall any son of man
dwell therein.”—Jeremiah, chap. 50, v. 13. 23. 39, 40.
























—=iZ 7 FTER THE WALLS OF BABYLON. o

i wy whiteness, and had a shining

" sh . . like the finest mineral salts, or

of the glass feathers made in

merely touching it lightly with

ame off in a white powder on

he substance left on the fingers

a butterfly’s wing; and on at-

| a knife, to take off the layer

e, it fell to pieces like the white

roughly-burnt piece of wood,.

Wav:  om the extreme lightness of the parti-
m.

va8 instantly dispersed in the air. I

«remember to have seen any powder so

-« this, nor ever to have observed a sub-

- apparently so solid, as it lay between

—ae'ricks, which dissipated so suddenly, at the
—itest touch.*

. -n the extensive viewafforded us from hence,
- =g c0Uld still perceive detached mounds, near-
- in @ line with the mass on which we stood,

.-th to the north and south of this. To the

- ‘_,_,_: est, the whole extent of Babylon, as far as
::.he eye could reach, was spread out before us,

®¥ * A small quantity of this powder, which was taken

== from the spot, has been preserved ever since, and is now

we in the possession of a lady in England, to whose Museum
of Curiosities it was but recently presented.




























































































































































‘CHAPTER XIL

VISIT TO THE TOWER OF BABEL AND TEMPLE
OF BELUS, OR THE BIRS NIMROOD.

Jury 27th—Our first duty was to send the
letters, with which Mr. Rich had kindly fur-
nished us, to the governor of Hillah, and to
a powerful Arab of the same town, named
Esau Bek. The former was inaccessible, being
with his Harem ; but the latter had no sooner
received our letter, than he sent to announce
his intention of visiting us. '

It was about noon when he arrived at
the caravanserai, accompanied by a younger
brother, and a large train of servants. During
the interview, after he had assured us that he
was the slave of our wishes, and that the exe-
cution of our orders and the safety of our
persons were on his head, both for the high
respect he bore towards our nation, and his










































































































































































































































OBSERVATIONS MADE AT BAGDAD.
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APPENDIX.

CONTAINING

BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE RESULT OF CERTAIN
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS, CONNECTED WITH THE LITE-
RARY CHARACTER OF THE AUTHOR.

Ar the close of the last volume of Travels, which I had
e honour to lay before the world, was an Appendix,
tich contained a number of documents, illustrative of
e measures pursued by the late Mr. John Lewis Burck-
rdt,—Mr. William John Bankes, late member for Cam-
idge,—Mr. Henry Bankes, his father, late member for
nfe Castle,—Mr. Gifford, late editor of the Quarterly
sview,—and Mr. John Murray, publisher,—who had
dited their misrepresentations and their influence, to
stroy my reputation, both-as a man and an author, for
2 purpose of preventing the publication of my ¢ Travels
Palestine,” and other countries of the East, in order that
r. W. J. Bankes, who had some intention to publish his
servations on the same countries, should come into the

















































































830 INDEX.

Hadjee Abd-el-Ateef, i. 6. 226,227.—ii. 15. 46.

Hadjee Habeeb, ii. 140. 142. 147. 165. 171.
jec and Mokhoddesy,the signification of these titles explained, i. 99.
The etymology of these words, 99. 106.

Halleluia, chorus in a Syrian hymn, i. 831.

Haller, Baron, German traveller, ii. 405.

Hamadan, town of, ii. 18.

Hamed, Pasha of Mousul, ii.21. His stud,23. 35. His courteous be-
haviour, 22. 35. :

Hanging Gardens of Babylon, ii. 256.265. 287. 293. 391.

Haran, towers of, i. 161, 162.

Haroun-Al-Raschid, ii. 235.

Harvest gathered in, i. 355. 418.

Hauran, plains of the, i. 17, 158. 225. 815.

Heat, of the Desert, is insupportable, i. 236. 307.

Heath, odoriferous, with a purple, bean-shaped fruit, ii. 448. Carried
to Bagdad market, 439. 448.

Hebheb, village of, ii. 164. 166.

Hebrew, proficiency of the Caliph Ahmed in, ii. 415, 416.

Helena, religious foundations by the Empress, i. 324.

Herodotys, cited, i. 245.—ii. 58. 82. 317. 320.

- Hieroglyphics and symbols, chased on the surface of the Babylonian ¢-

linders, ii. 403, 404. 407,

Hillah, town and mounds of, ii. 258. 289. 306. 331. 351. 353. 358. 395,
396.

Hilluh, the site of a part of Babylon, ii. 289.

Hindoostanee, 1. 20. 84. 349.

Hine, Dr. ii. 173. 325. 401. 416. 479.

History of the World, written in Arabic with Syriac charaeters, i. 118.

Hospitals at Bagdad, ii. 421, 422. Of the Dervishes, 218.

Hoopoes, crested, abundantin Egypt, i. 233.

Horse-deuler, who travels with the author, i. 413, 414. 428,

Humbaruk, village of, i. 44.

Hunting, occasional, i. 28.

Hussein, a Koord robber, i. 346. His village and dwelling, 351. His
arrest, 393, 394.

Hyena, the ravages of this animal, i. 15.

I

Ice brought from the summits of Taurus fot sale, i. 87. 149,

Illustrations of Rich’s Memoir of Babylon, ii. 370.

Image of our Saviour at Edessa, i. 127, 128, 129. 151.

Inscriptions, i. 177. Extremely ancient and undecyphered at Beer, 62. Al
grfah, 74.177. AtKoach Hassar, 310.

Intaglios and gems from the mounds of Nineveh, ii. 64. 403, 404. 4.

Ingaglio, singular and curious agate, ii. 407. 481,

Ksa, remains of the canal of, which connected the Tigris with ¢
Euphrates, ii. 227. 230.

Ismaelites, the, i. 163. 213,

Janissaries, corps of, i. 187.
Janissary, execution of a,i. 117.
Jebel Mardin, hilly range, i. 291. 302, 306. 461.
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Jelab, water of, i. 233.

Jews, ii. 413. Resident in Assyria and Mesopotamia, in great number,
ever since their captivity, 413. 427. The Jews protected by Seleu-
cus, 460, 461.

Jezeereh, town of, ii. 5.

Jonah, the tomb of this prophet, ii. 50. 52. 56. 245. 337.

Jonas, the Tartar, (messenger,) ii. 73. His disposition of four wives at
the distant towns to which he travelled, 73, 74. 90, 92. 95. 128. 131.
175.

Josephus, passages from, i. 51. 282.—ii. 59. 335. He is cited with regard
to the Prophet Daniel, 454.

Journey, rate of a caravan’s progress, i. 80, 81.

Jupiter Ammon, under the symbol of a ram’s head, ii.404.

K.

Kara , or the Black Hill, town of, ii. 142. 145. 156,

Karagoash, village, ii. 71. Construction of the houses, 72. 81.

Karaj Dag, or the Black Mountain, i. 285. 361. 373.

Kauther, river of, ii. 74. 84, 85.

Kellek, or raft, attacked by Arabs, and the crew murdered, ii. 81, 82.

Kellek, village of, ii. 87. 91.

Kerbela, or Mesjid Hussein, ii. 831. 363. Town of Kerbela is plundered
by the Wahabees, 483,

Kerkook, town of, ii. 115. 121.

Khalif Aga, his well-appointed followers, i. 449. 451, 455.

Khosrou or Nouschirvan, his reign over Persia and Arabia, ii. 472.
Presents which were sent to this celebrated prince, 472, 473.

Khosroes, palace of King, at Modain, ii. 471, 472. His cities captured
by the Emperor Trajan, 470.

Kiffree, town of, ii. 135. 145. .

Kinneir, Major Macdonald, his observations referred to, ii. 63. 75. 124.
150.

Koach Hassar, town of, i. 309.

Koolmaty, ii. 125, 126.

Koordistan, mountains of, i. 367. 473.—ii. 75. 89. 106.

Koords, the ; their robberies and plunderings, i. 300, 301. Their cos-
tume, 302. Their position near the deserts, 362. 479. Their
women, 304. Their language, 313.

Koords, their villages and camps, i. 299. 303. 351. 357. 416.

Kosa, the water of, ii. 65.

Kufic inscr}?ﬁon in high relief, ii. 238. 408.

Kullender Pasha, of Diarbekr, i. 381, 382.

Kark, town of, ii. 118,

L.

Landscape, dreariness of the Arabian, i. 71.
Land of Shinar, i. 465, 466.

Lauristan, the Arabs of, ii. 455.

Lettuces, i. 149. 153.

Library of Mr. Rich, ii. 403.

Lime-stone rocks, i. 356, 357.
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Lion, shot, ii. 243. Colossal statue of a lion, at Bagdad, 291%.

Literature in Bagdad at a very low ebb, ii. 490.

Lisards, large, i. 247.

Lockett, Captain, ii. 325.

Locust, beautiful, i. 418, 419.

Lovers, singular history of Arabian courtship, and of the severity of Arab
manners, i. 38. Affecting dénoliement, 39, 40.

Lucullus, his victory in Mesopotamia, i. 430. 433.

Lycus, the river, ii. 86, 87. 108.

M.

Mudain, a city built on the ruined foundations of the ancient Ctesiphon,
ii. 471, 472.

Malik Shah, extent of his dominions, i. 131.—ii. 420,

Maunners of he eastern nations, i. 36. Superstitious customs and exclu-
sive salutes of Mahometans, 107. t meals, 222. Manners and
customs at Bagdad, 491.

Munufactures and commerce of Orfah, i. 139. 145. 148. Of the ancient
Ctesiphon, ii. 474.

Map of the environs of Babylon, ii. 446. 471.

Marco Polo, the Venetian, his visit to Mousul, ii. 41. 201.

Mardin, city of ; arrival at, i. 311. 315. Church service, 325. Its topo-
graphy, 333. Historical traditions, 334. 336. Description of, 333.
412

Marriages of the Christians in Syria, i. 329.
Maseyk, Mr., Dutch Consul at Aleppo, i. 36.
Masonry, specimen of rustic work, i. 60. Mural masonry, 214, 215.
—1i. 68. 178. 323. 449. 457.
Mousonry of the Kassr, or palace at Babylon, ii. 323.
Matran, venerable, resident in the convent at Mardin, i..329.
Maundrell’s journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, i. 55. 59.
Meals, eastern customs during, i. 186. Hospitality at feasts, 175. 187.
Medrassee el Mostanser, or college of the learned at’ Bagdad, ii. 434.
Mendeli, the river, ii. 488. )
Mesene, island of, betwixt branches of the Euphrates and Tigris, ii. 470.
Mesopotamia, i.71. 122. 132. 170. 249, 282. 315.°360. 465.—ii. 414.
Mirage, or Seraub of the desert, ii. 231. 313, 314,
Mist, red, of the desert, i.297.
Mohammedans, Indian, are the most superstitious, i, 85.
Mohammedan resignation, anecdote ofa lost cup, i. 281.
Mohammedan fortresses, style of, i. 61.
Mokhoddesy, or pilgrims from Jerusalem, i. 99. 106. 266.
Monies provided for the author’s journey, i. 7.
Monolithic temple, of which the monolith is covered with inscriptions,
ii. 406.
Moolah, venerable, party collected at his festive board, i, ,
Moolah joins tl]x’:: tr);vellers il. 141, 143, » 1. 185 Auothe
}"‘;(mh Dug, mountains of, i. 373, 374.
osques, of Abraham, at Orfah, i. 109, 110. 189. Cf the Vi .
178, OF Mardin, 508, 'Of Jamah Kirkashoon a Yoer at Orkh
)f Im&m Moosa el Kadem,ii. 232. Descripy y
Bagdad, 181. ’ 'Ption of all those 4
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Sky, brilliant star-light nights in the East, ii. 433, 434. 475.
Sgep at noon, or Siesta, i. 192,
Splomon, tradition respecting King, i. 233. His supposed signet con-

sidered in the East as a powerful talisman, ii. 408.
Songs of triumph, i. 25; similar to those of the bards, 26.
Soonnee sect, the, ii. 3.
Soor, village, i. 311. 313,
Southern ¢t described, i. 232. 235. 297.
Starlings, black, i. 120. 365.
Statue, Babylonian, seen by Mr. Rich in the Desert, ii. 462.
Stone, curious, denominated Belus’ eye, ii. *100.
Storks, their nests, i. 144.—ii. 139.
Suliman accompanies the author, i. 417.—ii. 128. 131. 148, 159,
Sunflower, i. 308.
Sma&“-ml?ke;;al the autfhor expeﬁenm 400.

, the palace of, conjectures ing its remains, ii. 454, 455.

, & beaudful bird 8o called, ii. 539, ’

ia, ii. 92. 414.
ians, their religion, i. 119. 150. Christian churches, 311. 321, 322.
341.—ii. 32.

T.

Tacitus, quotation from, i. 26.

Talismans of the East, ii. 408, 409.

Tamar-Aga, chief of some Koords, i. 352. The author’s visit to him, 352,
353.

Tanis, in Lower Egypt, ii. 70.221. 300.

Taook, village of, ii. 124. 150.

Tartars, Constantinopolitan government messengers, i. 81. 332.—ii. 15.
19. 27. 48. 69. 92. 129, 130.

Tatars, Tartars and messengers, i. 369, 370. 415.

Tauk Kesra, the grand and romantic arch of Kesra, ii. 456, 457.

Taurus, mount, its distant prospect, snow-capped, i. 14. 56. 86; its ice,
87,149. Limestone, its component, 244

Temple, ancient, i. 443. .

Ten thousand, retreat of the, i. 365.—ii. 60. 82. 85. 118.

Tent of Abraham, i. 33, 34.

Thermometer, state of the, i. 85, 86. 236. 307. At Babylon, ii. 4. 140.
214. 250. 305. 349.401. 449. R

Tigris, river, etymon of this name, i. 52. Its course, 300. 360. 365.—ii.
13, 14. 36. 81. 151. 169. 234. 459. 466. Beauty of this fine stream
on a starlight night, 433. Ancient sites near its banks, 444.

Tombs of the Mohammedaus, i. 44. 90.—ii. 124. Of Arabs, 192. Ofa
Sheeah martyr, 233. Of Zobeida, 235.237.395. Of Selman Pauk,
449. 452. 475.

Tomb of Daniel, at Shooster, ii. 454, 455.

Tortoises, i. 358.

Touz Kourma, village, ii. 149, 150.

Trajan, conquests and decease of the Roman Emperor, i. 462.—ii. 470.

Travelling equipment of the author, i. 6. 267, 268.

Trees in the gardens of Orfah, i. 178. 191. Celebrated tree of the
Hanging-Gardens at Babylon, ii. 293, 294.

Tripod, at the tomb of Selman Pauk, ii, 453.
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Troglodytes, caves of the, i. 58.

Turcoman villages and encampments, i. 22. 30. 75.

Turcomans, their tents described, i.8.27. 30. They attack the caravan,
22.24. Their customs and position, 27. 30.

u.

Ur of the Chaldees, i. 109. 121.163.
Uslam Dedde, a lake near the Great Desert, i. 292.

V.

Vigorous, M., French Consul, i. 4. 213.—ii. 412.
Vincent, Dr., his Dissertation on the Commerce of Arabia, ii. 484, 485.

Vitrification, green, observable on the surface of Babylonian bricks, ii.
457.

w.

}:’uadi Berman, valley, i. 351.

‘aadi Sajoor, a village, i. 25.

Waadi Zennaar, i. 3:%. 350.

Wahabees, sect of the, their warfare, i. 2. Adventures of one, 83. Camp,
167. Their character, 207. 239. 241. 243.—ii. 483, 484.

Walls of ancient masonry, i. 214, 215.—ii. 178. 323.

Walls, search after the BabyMouian, ii. 298. 303. 322.

Water, grateful approach to it, evidenced by the impatience of animals,
ii. 8

Water-melons, plantations of, i. 308.

Wedding-dinner at Sushoaf, i. 405.

Willow-tree,i. 193.

Wigs, antiquity of them evidenced by the coins of the Sassanian
monarchs, and by Theban statues, ii. 454.

Wild beasts, ii. 121.

Winds of the Desert, ii. 157. 349.

Women, Eastern, jealous seclusion of them, i. 106.

X. .

Xe m, cited, i. 26; his description of Mesopotamia, 71.—ii. 61.
eferred to with regard to the ancient cit{eSitace, 444. 446.
Xenaphow's animated account of the contest betwixt Cyrus the younger, .
and his brother Artaxerxes, ii. 227.

Y.

Yezeedis, tribe of, i. 204. Their veneration of Satan, 204, 205. 208. 211,
212, 287. 467. 473. Their features, 285. Their lowns, 468, 471.
-—ii. 88. 109.

Yunus, a government Tartar, i. 415. .

Yuseff, a Christian merchant of Diarbekr, i. 368. 371. 393,
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Z.

Zab, the river (of the ancients), ii. 83, 84. 103. 105. 110. 151, 152.
RZemboor, village of, i. 27.
RZenghi, the first of the Attabegs, i. 130.
igah, lake of, at Orfab, i. 112, 113. 160.
ida, tomb of, at Bagdad, ii. 235. 237. 395.



























