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“A gem. ... What Mozart was
to music and Einstein

1ATF + h 1 1
was to physics, Ramanujan

was to math. .. .”

—Clifford Stoll,
author of The Cuckoo's Egg
and Silicon Snake Oil




EXTRAORDINARY PRAISE FOR
ROBERT KANIGEL’S

THE MAN WHO KNEW

INFIN ISP

“ENLIGHTENING. . . . a magic, tragic ugly-duckling
fable. . . . Ramanujan’s remarkable story comes through. . . .”
—The New York Times

“The most luminous expression ever of . . . genius interacting
with genius . . . I've seen nothing to compare with it.”
—Hugh Kenner, BYTE

“ENTHRALLING . . . one of the best scientific biographies
I've ever seen.”

Nr Tahn (irihhin
1T, JOIiIl o T1001,

author of In Search of Shridinger’s Cat

“COMPELLING . . . a work of arduous research and rare
insight . . . Kanigel deserves high praise.”
—Booklist

“...a REMARKABLE book. . . . a model of the biographer’s
art: Kanigel has taken a man, a social context and a specialist
field and made each accessible and convincing. He has done
so with a rare combination of skills—encyclopedic thorough-
ness, meticulous research, genuine sympathy for his subjects
and first-rate writing of exceptional lucidity and verve.
THOUGHTFUL, COMPASSIONATE AND CLEAR, THE
MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY 1S A MASTERPIECE. . . .
BREATHTAKING.”

—The Washingon Post Book World

A BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH-CLUB
FEATURED SELECTION

FINALIST FOR THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK AWARD



“BRILLIANTLY REALIZED. . . . [the] fascinating story of a
difficult but astoundingly fruitful cross-cultural collabora-

tion.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“THE MAN WHOQO KNEW INFINITY is an accessible look at
an almost romantic episode in the enormously rich intellec-
tual wnr]d of mathpmah_rs L. Rnhprr K;In_lO'PI ';llcg gIVPQ a

viaia L L N S R N AT T Y/ A LW Af A L AN&IZD

real sense of Ramanujan’s creatlve compulsion which, like
Mozart’s, contained the seeds of both success and tragedy.”

—Baltimore Evening Sun

“. . . more fascinating than a novel . . . a verbal portrait, A
VIRTUAL MASTERPIECE, complete with vibrant scenes
from all the places graced by the presence of Ramanu-

jan. ... ENCHANTING.”
—Lexington Herald-Leader (Kentucky)

“THE MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY tells of the plight of

unrecognized genius. . . . this story of romance with mathe-
matics makes for llvely readlng . with a heartbreaking
end.” '

—Chriskan Science Monitor

“SPLENDID . . . One of Robert Kamgel s achievements in
THE MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY is to make the math

FATTRT

magic . . . accessible. . . . a very human story. . . . EXCITING.”

—San Diego Union



“[A] SUPERBLY CRAFTED biography. . . . Kanigel suc-
ceed[s] in giving a taste of Ramanujan the mathematician,
but his exceptional triumph is in the telling of this wonderful
human story. . . . a pleasure to read . . . THE MAN WHO
KNEW INFINITY is a thoughtful and deeply moving account
of a signal life.”

—Science

“A simple story VIVIDLY TOLD. . . . Kanigel excels in
descriptions that will appeal to both the lay and scholarly
reader.”

—San Francisco Chronicle

“PERSPICACIOUS, INFORMED, IMAGINATIVE, THE
MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY 1s . . . the best mathematical
biography I have ever read.”

—The New York Review of Books

“[An] extremely well-researched and well-written biogra-
phy.”

—Library Journal

“Mr. Kanigel has a wonderful gift. . . . The drama of
Ramanujan’s ‘Spring’ and ‘Autumn’ comes through magnifi-
cently.”

—Freeman Dyson,
author of Disturbing the Universe

“MOVING AND ASTONISHING.”
—Publishers Weekly

“THE MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY is a story at least as
compelling as Brian Epstein’s discovery of the Beatles . . . [a]
richly detailed road map to strange, wondrous foreign cul-
tures. . . . Kanigel expertly intertwines the details of Rama-
nujan’s odd, doomed life with his soaring professional
accomplishments.”

—Los Angeles Times Book Review
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